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January/February 2020 
 

*January 16 - Community Open House 5:30-7pm  *February 6 - Vision/Hearing Screen 
*January 20 - No School –Holiday    *February 7-8 - Solo Ensemble Festival  GMMS 
        *February 17—No School 

              A note from the principal. . .  
Welcome to the New Year! We are excited to be in the new OMMS. We held the Back to School 
Night on January 8th and had a tremendous turn out! Our Ribbon Cutting Ceremony took place on 
January 9th and it was fantastic. You can check it out on the D51 Facebook page as they recorded it 
and posted it for us. Our student body President Max Wilson was the star of the show! Good job 
Max.  
 
Student drop off and pick up has been a mess as we all get used to a new way of doing things. We 
will continue to evaluate and change the protocol when necessary. For now, here are the instruc-
tions: 
       Drop Off: 
         Parents should pull into the parking lot and drive around to the drop off lane in front of the 
school. Students should not exit the vehicle until after the car has moved to the west side of the 
cross walk on the drive in front of the main entrance. We do not want students dropped off in the 
lot and walking through the lot on their own. If parents want to park in the lot and safely walk their 
student to the front sidewalk that is fine. We know our parking lots get busy at drop off and pick 
up and we do not want to have any accidents so it is important to help students get to the sidewalk 
safely.  
       Pick up: 
           Parents should pull all the way in and students should quickly exit the building and load into 
the car. Again, students should not walk through the parking lot.  If parents want to park their car 
and walk up to the building to safely walk with their child back to the car that is fine. 
            
       Students who walk or ride bikes should exit the building through the classroom hallways, 
the East end doors. They should also not be walking through the parking lot. Students should walk 
their bikes, scooters, skateboards or themselves to the sidewalk on the East side of the building and 
go from there.  
 
We will try and keep our new marquee up to date so be sure and check it out when going down 
Unaweep Ave. We will list all the great events going on at OMMS.  
 
Thank you for your patience as we make the change. For the most part it has gone really well and 
the staff and students are enjoying our new space.  Please let us know if you have questions, con-
cerns, or suggestions!  
 

Dr. Susan Birdsey 
Principal, Orchard Mesa Middle School 
(970) 254-6320  Ext. 38017     
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 Support your school  

sport teams! 

*Girls Basketball  schedule 

on the website. 

*Wrestling has 

started, check web-

site for schedule. 

 

Make a Report  
Make a Difference 

Safe2tellco.org 
1-877-542-7233 

Measles vs Mumps 
 

Currently, there are confirmed cases of measles in the Denver 
area, and there are confirmed cases of mumps in the Phoenix 
area. 
 

Measles is spread by airborne droplets and is classified as a full 
body rash with an accompanying fever, runny nose, possible 
mouth sores and red watery eyes. Incubation is from 7-21 days 
with symptoms typically appearing at day 10-14 after expo-
sure. A person is contagious for 4 days before the rash and 5 
days after the rash appears. Complications include pneumonia, 
diarrhea, and secondary infections. 
  

Mumps is spread by airborne and direct contact with infected 
throat and saliva discharges. It develops over days starting 
with a fever, headache, body aches, loss of appetite, tiredness 
and extremely swollen salivary glands that are visible bumps 
on the jawline. Incubation is 12-25 days with symptoms emerg-
ing around day 16-18 after exposure. A person is contagious 
from 2 days before swelling to 5 days after onset of symptoms. 
Complications include meningitis, swollen testes or ovaries, 
and deafness. There is no cure for either disease and treatment 
is comfort and symptom management for both.  Good hand-
washing and hygiene practices help decrease spread. 
 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel 
free to contact us in the health office!  

For showing qualities of an OMMS 
Knight: 
      *Honor              *Empathy   
      *Courage          *Persistence 
      *Work ethic      *Kindness 
      *Respectful      *Responsible 

 
Teacher of the Month: 

 Amanda Belden 
7th Grade ELA 

 
 

Riverside Educational 
Center 

OFFERS:  homework help & tutoring, 
games, activities, & field trips.   
     Where:  OMMS Library 
     When:  Monday thru Thursday 
     Hours:  2:45 to 5:15 

FREE! 
*Pick up a registration packet from 

the OMMS Office 

Orchard Mesa Middle School Gym 

Entrance on WEST side of the new Building 

Doors open at 6pm 


